The two following cases, in which the external use of belladonna produced an exanthematous eruption on the skin, resembling that of scarlet fever, appear to me deserving of record. That On the 3rd day after accouchement, the breasts became much distended and very painful. She was told to take saline aperients, to avoid fluids, &c. As this had little or no effect in relieving the tumified breasts, I ordered them to be rubbed twice a day with the liniment am belladonnse. Three days after this treatment had been tried, the breasts became greatly reduced in size, and the pain was almost gone. The liniment was now discontinued. On the following morning, the nurse called my attention to a scarlet rash over the patient's chest, and which by the evening had become diffused over the entire body. The pulse, which had before been calm, was now 98, and the skin was hotter than usual. She complained of indistinct or confused vision, dryness of the throat, and there was a slight tendency to delirium.
On examination, the pupils were found much dilated and sluggish, and there was a little redness about the fauces. At first sight I was disposed to consider the case as one of scarlatina, but ultimately came to the conclusion that the symptoms just described arose from the absorption of the belladonna. The previous case, the dilated pupils, &c., the absence of the usual premonitory symptoms of scarlatina, chills, lassitude, headache, &c., tongue not presenting the white strawberry look so characteristic of mild scarlet fever, were the points on which my diagnosis was based. Acting upon this view of the case, I prescribed opium in small and frequently repeated doses. In four days the eruption had quite disappeared, the pulse became calm, and the skin cool. The pupils did not, however, regain their normal size for a few days longer. There was not the least desquamation of the skin. The patient recovered quickly and well. The complete absence of desquamation of the skin, the persistent dilatation of the pupils, and the patient's rapid recovery tend, I think, to prove the correctness of my diagnosis.
